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WHOLESALE PRICES OF COMMODITIES IN THE UNITED STATES.

1840-1901.

The series of tables contained in this document is a continuation of the tables published in the Summary of Commerce and Finance,
May, 1900. Two changes have been made to which attention is called, namely, (1) the addition of a series of tables of prices of farm
products, and (2) the omission of certain tables of prices of articles whose relative importance has greatly diminished or whose place in the
market has been taken by other grades of the same general class, thus making it necessary in some cases to discard the purpose of

securing continuous quotations for that particular grade of commodity. In other cases, where continuity in quotations has been deemed
important, any change in the grade to which quotations apply has been plainly indicated, so as to avoid any possibility of misleading.

The quotations of wholesale prices in the United States as they appear in these tables are, in most cases, reproduced from the
results of the extensive inquiry made by the Aldrich committee and subsequent inquiries made by the Department of Labor. The first

of these results is generally known as the Aldrich Report on Wholesale Prices, Wages, and Transportation, as submitted by Mr. Aldrich
from the Senate Committee on Finance, INIarch 3, 1893. This report covered the period from 1840 to 1891, and comprised 223 quotations
of different articles and grades, derived in a great majority of cases from records of actual sales by firms in existence during all or most
of that period.

The later inquiries by the Department of Labor covered the period from 1890 to 1901, inclusive, continuing, as a rule, the same general

classes of articles represented in the Aldrich report, but adding some quotations for farm products. With this addition the same general

series was brought down to the end of 1901. These results appeared in detail in Bulletin No. 27, March, 1900, and in Bulletin No. 39,

March, 1902, of the Department of Labor.

Information derived from other sources than the Aldrich report or the bulletins of the Department of Labor is credited in footnotes

to the proper authorities. This applies especially to cases in which prices have been brought down to a later date than October, 1901,

the latest quotations given by the Department of Labor. For information as to the sources of data from which prices for the years prior

to 1891 were obtained, reference should be made to Part II, Table XI, Wholesale Prices of Commodities for Fifty-two Years, in Volume
II of the Aldrich report, also known as Senate Report No. 1394, Part 2, 1893.

Unless otherwise specified, prices quoted are those prevailing at New York for the dates given. In accordance with the plan followed

in selecting the earlier quotations, the prices given for October, 1899, are those prevailing and thereafter at the beginning of each quarter

year.

The tables following include a variety of standard articles in each of eight leading classes of commodities, as follows:

Food, etc. Fuel and lighting.

Farm products. Lumber and building materials.

Metals and implements. Drugs and chemicals.

Cloths and clothing. House-furnishing goods.

FOOD, ETC.

BEAKS: MEDIUM, CHOICE.

DATES.



62 WHOLESALE PRICES OF COMMODITIES IX THE UNITED STATES. [July,

FOOD, KTC—Continued.

nUTTliU: ELGIN CUEAMEUY.

DATES.



1902.] whoijEsale peices of commodities in the united states. 63

FOOD, ETC.—Continued.

COFFEE: KIO, FAIR AND NO. 7.

DATES.
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FOOD, ETC.—ConlimR'a.

FLOTXK: RYE.

DATES.
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FOOD, ETC.—Continued.

rnUIT: C'tTRRANTS, ZANTE.

DATES.
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FOOD, "ETC.—Continued.

LAKD: PKUVrE.

D.VTES.
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FOOD, ETC.—Continued.

MEAT: PORK, SALT, MESS.

DATES.



08 WHOLESALE PRICES OK COMMODITIES IN TUE UNITED STATES. [July,

FOOD, KTC— C'outiiinwl.

KICK: CAROMXA, PIJIMH.

DATES.



1902.J WHOLESALE PEICES OF COMMODITIES IN THE UNITED STATES. 69

FOOD, ETC.—Continued.

SAX.T: TTJKKS ISLAJSTB.

DATES.
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FOOD, ETC Continued.

SnCES: PEPPER, WHOIJ3, SUMATRA.

DA 1 !',>.



1902.] WHOLESALE PEICES OF COMMODITIES LS THE L3ITED STATES. 71

FOOD, ETC.—Continued.

STTGAE: 96° CENTKmjGAI., STOS. 10 A3S^D 13, DXTTCH STAJSTD.AJID.

DATES.
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FOOD, ETC.—Continued.

TAI.I.OW: PRIME, CITY, IN HOGSHEADS.

DATES.
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FARM PRODUCTS—Continued.

WHEAT: CONTRACT GR.\DES, CASH.
[Prices at Chicago on first Tuesday of each month.]

MONTHS.

Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Juna ...

July....
Aug
Sept ....

Oct
Nov
Dec

1890

Cents per
bushel,

76J@ 771

76;
78 @ 78i

804
93 @ 95
92 @ 93i

85.1(01. 88
93 gi 94i
101 (5il02i

99J@101J
99J©100J
91i@ 93i

Cent^ per
bti.i!irl.

SSJfei 91|
95'® 97i

94S
102

988(31103

101 moii
91i(a'. 92;-

8SJ(o. 89}
9S!r;. 1(11)

9.'.; in yi;i

92;.<r il4

90-;(su 92

Ce7tts per
bushel.
88 (Si89i

S7 ei87J
77J(a79
80 fai.sii

83!('i!87}

78Sf<!l78J

77i®'78i
72J(Vi'73j

7o;;(S73|

70i(«i71

7U(cj71}

189S

Cents per
butyhel.

72i@72S
74i@74i

73i
7G

71 (372

63i('a!65f

64 (365
65}(a68i

63;(a)64S

66 @664
COJ

62;(§63}

1894

Cents per
bushel.

59J
688@.59{
67j(n'07J
69 (ami
67i-([/

59i

54^(a'D5

67i@.'i8}
551

53^(354
60i(a51|.

53J
56 @57

1895

Cent? per
bushel.

49if'i!.''>0J

52;i.i.i2|

51 (j.jt;

60s(r/'U2i

7li (.("(i^

6.'<!(n7(l

67 (..'67*

60 (seii
59i@t;ij

.is

65J@56i

1896

Cents per
buslicl.

58
65

65 @66
645(365

61}
56i

55

58J
56

68i
75

81 @81i

iso;

Cents per
bushel.

79J
731(3174

76
69; (3-70

6'.)i(o70}

67 (•. fiS

li.H;(.,6'Ji

71i,!(f7Si

95J(.i!90i

84 (!i'S6

88 (t'SSJ

88 @89

1898

Cents per
bitshel.
89.i@

90J
98 (3)104

103;(Sa05S
102 (.11103

117 (811211

105 (nilOU

74!((rt 87
66 (ifl 6(ii

63 (iii 04

62 (i 62J
66 @ 67J
64}@ 60J

1890

Cents per
busltet.

C7i@70
693(371}
70.i(«72;-

70i(n73i

71|(o,74J
74 ^177}
72i@73J
69t(a70i
69J(ai72i

72i(S.74i

64S(g67J

0'7(7.s' per
bushel.

66J-f<5!C63

64!r<!'C5}

64 (ulj.5

66;i./ 67

605(3:66}
7SJ®79i
765 ((1176

73J(Si74i
76|(Si77i

72§(.ii73}

70S@715

1001

Cents per
bushel.

733(0.751

72S(m73
73i(.;i 74}
7!'(o 72}
72s(o74
75 (o 77}
(U ("643
69 (r. 70
694(o'71

671(0169}
71i(«72}

73J@75J

CORJf: NO. 3, CASH.
[Prices at Chicago on first Tuesday of each month.]

Jan.
Feb.
Mar
Apr.
May
June
July
Aui
Sept.
Oct.
Nov
Dec.

Cents per
bushel.

28}
28i(S.2SS

28 @.28i
30}

341(3134}

33i(i)34

33J|®343
47 (g48i
461(3146}

49S(s'50}
63>(a63J

49J@50i

Cents per
hufhn.
4S>(549}

51; (3.51}

54j(a:5-li

"66i
61}(S),64i
55i(a56}

57}ffl5SJ
58^(2,598

63 @66
51}(gi52J
52 (3523
46!@475

Centsper
bushel.
&Si(a385
39i(ffi40i

41J(ai41}

38i(a39
41 (31425

601^4533
603(352
49 J (01493

40; (Si 46
44 (344}

41i(a42f
411(3; 42

Ccti^s per

40j@40}
43S@438

41 J

398©39}
41}(o'42

37}(tii373

39}@39;
36 @37i
37 @373
401(3141

38S@39
35 (§35}

Centsper
bushel.

341(3343
34}
35

36S0S35J-

37i(ii38

37J@39
41}@45|

69}
55^@57
48 @49}
6U@51}
46;@47}

Cents per
bushel.
44» (31441
41}@41i

43}
46}

49}@50J
60}@50}
44}@45j

40S
34J@36
30j@303
28}(328}

26i@26

Centsper
bushel.

26J@25}
28}
283

29 @29}
28}@28}
263@27}
263(31265
24 (3125

20}4'203
23 @23}
24 @24J
23 (a23i

Cents per
bxishel.

23 @'23}
22;(o22|
223(323
24i(u24J
24i(<i'24}

23;(«i23}

251 (3! 26
2Sj(3!29

30 (gi30S

27|@28}
26 @26|
253@26}

Cents per
bxishel.

26 (3126}

27i@27S

29J(3305
29S
33}

311(3132
'313

32|(3i33J

31 (0131}

29 (3>29J
32}(3)32}

34 @34i

Cents per
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.

FARM PRODUCTS—Continued.

rL,.\XSi:EI): NO. 1.

iTrices at Chicago on the first of c.ich month.]

Uu:~Ll,.r.



1902.] WHOLESALE PEICES OF COMMODITIES IN THE Ui^ITED STATES. 75

FAEM PRODUCTS—Continued.

HOGS: LIGHT.

[Prices at Chicago on first Tuesday of eacli montli.]

MONTHS. 1S90

Dollars per
100 pounds.

Jan 3.50 (<83..S5

Feb '3.80 (34.00
Mar 3.90 m.W
Apr (4.10 r<M.W
May I4.OO ffi4.30

June 3.75 (i-^.SO

July i3.G24(S3.70
Aug I3.SO @3.90
Sept !4.35 (»J..50

Oct 4.15 ©4.80
Nov 3. CO @4.20
Dec 3.20 @3.C0

LSfll

lioUnrs per
100 potnifju.

3.40(113.75
3.3.5(S;3. (i5

3.5.5(513.70

4.a)f»5. 30
4.5"/.. 5, 05
4. l.'i^" !..55

4..5(l(«4.»5

4.i;'0ia5.90

5. 30r|5. .50

4.00((f4.95

3.SOSi)4.00

3. 30(83. Co

1802

Vollars pfT
100 prmjifh.

9. 40(8-1. 10
4. 1.5®*. .55

4. soft'). 00
4. 20(di',. 05
i.206»t.(u!
4.45(34.94
5. 70r(ft5. 80
5. 25(<S5. So
4.80(5.5.25

4.90(315.65
5. 00(5)5. 65

5.75(i6.20

1893

Dollars per
100 poiaids.

(i. .55®. 690
7.50fdl8. 10
7. lOCftS. 00
6. 0C@5. .55

7. 20(S7. 60
6. 90(ni6. 95
5. 80(Si.6. 15
5. 60(S;5. 93
5. .5.5(86. 10
C. 00("!5. 90
5. 75(t!G. 15
5. 20@5. 65

1S94

Dnl/ars per
100 p'/und.'^.

5.10(a..5.15

5. 0fl(S)5. 30
4. 80(45. 05
4. GOfoU. .S2i

5.00(ii^5.20

4. .50(nl4. 75
4. 6.5«.5. 05
5. 10(ffr5. 25
5..50r(S(1.20

4. 80(S5. 70
4. 20(ai4. 70
4. 00@4. 60

1895

Dollars per
100 pounds.
3.95@4.45
3.66(g4.05
3.90@4.20
4..5.5IS.1.95

4.2.5(ai4.60

4. 30®1. 60
4.70frf.5.05

4.80(615.40

3. 90(S14. .55

3.90(^4.50
3. 30(g3. 65
3. 45(^3. 65

1S96

Dollars per
100 ooinuls.

3. tJ0(S,3. 90
4. 00(u!4. SO
3. 85(ii)4. 10
3. 75p8. 95
3.45(iil3.70

3.105*3. 40
3. 35(!il3. 70
3. 206(13. 55
3. 15(013. 45
2. 90r«3. 'to

3.30(83.00
3.30(813.60

1897

Dollars per
100 pOUTlds.
3. 35(S!3. 55
3. SOCAS. 45
3. 60®3. 77;
3. smi. 05
3..S0rS4.0O

3. 45(7/13. 65
3. 40(«3. 55
3. 7.5(|»4. 00
3. 95(0)4, 40
3. 80(314. 25
3. 40(313. 73
3.30@3.50

Dollars pel'

100 pounds.
3. 45(S:3. 05
3. 60(ui3. 871

3. Sorr,>,i. 02;

8. 70(ui4. 05
3. .S5(ii)4. 05
3. 7.5(31-1. 10
3. 65(513. 80
3. 60fcl3. 95
3. 60(93. 95
3. .55(<il4. 02J
3. 3.5^i3. 75
3.25(ai3.47-!

1899

Dollars per
lOOpounds.
3. .55 fo~l3. 775
3. .55 (3)3.90

3.60 (3)3.85

3.70 @3.90
3.(50 (3)3.871

3. 77J(gi3. 92i

3.90 (^4.05
4.35 (3)4. .571

4.60 (m4.70
4.75 (3)4.85

4.10 (84.23

3.87i@4.05

Dollars per
100 pouuds.
4.40 (314.60

4. 77J(3'5.00
[4. 70 (314. 924
5.25 (aiS.iJO

5.25 60.5.471

.5. 07i(S;5. 20
5.20 ((1)5.32.

5. 374(31.5. .50

.5.35 Ca).5..50

.5. -10 (3).5.60

4.75 (5)4.95

4.75 (§4.87,

Dollars per
100 pounds.
,5.00 @.5.15
,5.23 (3)5. 37i
5.45 (51,5.624

6.02;(«16.224
.5.65 («1.5.,S5

.5.75 (!«6.00

.5.,S7.i(30. 174
5.75 (56. 124
6.10 Oil 6. 80
6. Oo (Ml7. 10
.5.60 (516.05

5.60 ©6.15

SHEEP: NATIVE.

[Prices at Chicago on first Tne.sday of each monlh.]

Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May....
June ...

July....
Aug ....

Sept
Oct
Nov
Dec

Dollars per
100 pounds.
3. 124@.5.25
3.00 ©5.50
3. 55 ®6. 00
4. 75 @<i. 00
3.10 (316.25

2.60 @.5.7o
3.50 @5.05
3.75 (5.5.12;-

3. ,50 (»J,5.10'

3. 00 (3i5. 15
2.75 (34.75
3.00 @3.10

Dollars



76 WHOLESALE PKICES OF COMMODITIES EST THE UNITED STATES. [July,

FARM PRODUCTS—Continued.

DAT: TIMOTHY, XO. 1.

[Prices at Chinigo on first Tuesday of each month.]

MONTHS.

Jan
Fob
Mar
Apr
May
June
.Tuly

Auk
Sept
Oct
Nov
Dec

1890

Dollars
prr ton.

9. 00(8)10. .'iO

S..^(¥5^ 9.00
K.'.T.W 9.00

il.oii(<i;il.:;o

11.0O«<lll..'i0

10.00®10.50
9.00

9.,'JOfffilO.OO

XO.OOfill.OO
9.60("M0.00
s.a^ftoio.oo
9.6G@10.00

liiSl

Dollars
per toil.

9.00
9. 00(S 9. M

10. OOftilO. 50
13.00W,15.00
12..'i0w.l3..'>0

U..'')0C*13.0O
14.2,Vi.l4..'iO

"
12. ra

10. .'i0,«12. 00
11. 00(1.11. .W
ll.lKl(u.;ll..'iO

14.00@15.00

1S02

Dollars
per ton.

V2.Mm'i-00
11.50(S12.00
11.W)(5112.00
11.0U(ml2.00
11.00f.nl2.00
14. 50(<i 15. .'lO

12.00f»'.12.,50

12.00(«l;',.00

10..')(l((iilI.OU

10..''i()(.jill.OI)

^..^dulLOO
10.60@11.00

189S

Dollars
per ton.

10. .50(3)11. 00
11.00(.i)ll..".0

10..5;iftilll..50

11.0Ui.'ill..50

12.1H)(l.!l:i.OO

10..5U(,..1I..50

11.(10^12.00
9..5Uf<ilK)..50

l(l.(K)fu)10..50

10. 00((illl.00

lO.OOduU.lKJ
10.00@10.&0

18D4

Dollars
per tun.

10.OOW10.50
10.00((ijlO.,50

9.r<o(,i)W.r,o

9.50(0)10. .50

9. 00(<.ilO. 00
9. .50(0)10. 00
lO.OO'ollI.SO
11. 00(0)12. 00
9. .50(811. 00

10.00(0)10.50

lO.OOCoill.UO
10.60(0)11.00

1895

Dollars
per tun.

10.00(0 11.00
10. 00(0' 10. .50

10.00(<ilO, .50

9.00(01 9. ,50

9.75(iiil0.25

9.50(0)10.00
i:!.50(u!l4.0O

12.00(0113.00

n..50C<dl2.50
ll.,50(o!12..50

11..50(<U12.00

12.00(aj.l2.,50

1890

Dollars
per ton.

12. 00(3112. .50

ll.SOCoir^.OO

I1.00f411.50
ii.5orai2.oo
12. 00rml2. 50
11.00@12.00
9.50Co!l0..50

10.00(S;11.00
"..50(io ,S.OO

8.00(<S 8. .50

8.fiO(m 9.00
9.00® 9.50

1897

Dollars
prr ton.

S.mm 8.50
8.00(0) 8.50
7..50ftil 8.00
8.00(10 8. .50

9. 00(o!lO. 00
8. .50Cfi 9. .50

9.00® 9. .50

7. .50(0) 8.50
7. .50(0) 8.00
8. .50(0) 9.00
8. 00r.il 8. .50

8.00® 8.50

1898

Dollars
per ton.

8. 00(3)8. 50
8. 0U(/i;8. .50

8. 00(al8. 50
9.00(oi9.60

9. 00(0(9. 60
9. 00(11)9. .50

8. 00(0)9. 00
7. 00(0)8. 00
7. 00(11)7. 60
7. 00(oi7. 50
8.00(0)8.50

8. 00@8. 50

1S99 1900

Dollars
per ton.

T.Xm 8.50
7..50ro) 8.00
8..50(o) 9.00

9.00(0) 9..50

9..50(o.l0.00

10..50(all.00

10.00(0)11.00

ll.OOSiKi.OO
9.50(0)10.00

10.00(<i)ll.fl0

11.00(11111.50

11.00(0,111.50

Dollars
per ton.

10..50(fflll..50

11.00(S!11.,50

10..50fo;11.00

10..50(a'l]..50

ll,.50(o:12..50

10.,50«iill..50

ll.()0(.iill..50

12.00fo)12.,50

11.00(0)11.50

n.00fa)12.00
11..50(oil2..50

13.,50(s)14.O0

1901

Dollars
per ton.

12. 00(8)13. 00
12.00(5)12.50
12..50(0)13. 00
13.00(8)14.00
12. .50(0)13. 50
12.00(0 12.,50
12,«iro.l;f.(i0

13.00(015.00
12.00(0,13.00
]3.ai(o'i:;. .50

12.00@12..50
12. 50(^13. 00

HOPS: NEAV XOIUv STATE, CHOICE.

[Prices at New York on the lir.st of each month.]

Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr ,

May
J )uie
July
Aug; ,

Sept ,

Oct
Nov ,

Dec

Average

Cents per
pound.
14i(o)15

17 f.il75

19 (o 20
17 (o:lS

18 ((/ 19

20
21

22 (S:'23

30
45

45 (0.47

42 (3)43

26.21

Cents per
pound.

38
3(i

29(Si30

30,v3l
32(ir325

32
2C@27
19^20

17
16
19

20(321

26.40

Ct"nts per
pound.
22 (S221
26 (o)26J

24 ((525

26S(gl27
29 (gSO
28 ©29
24 @25

26
20 @23
22J(a23
24 (o)25

23i(si24

25.05

Cents per
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FARM PRODUCTS—Continued.

"WOOL: OHIO, MEDITTM FLEECE, SCOtlEED.

DATES.



78 WHOLESALE PRICES OF COMMODITIES IN THE UNITED STATES. [July,

CT.CyrilS AiSTD CLOTHING—Continued.

BOOTS AND SHOES: MEN'S SPLIT BOOTS, KIP TOP, 16-INCH, ONE-HALF DOUBLT: SOLE.

—
D.U'KS.



1902.] WHOLESALE PEICES OF COMMODITIES IN THE UNITED STATES.

CliOTHS AND CLOTHING—Continued.

CAKPETS: INGEAUST, TWO-PLY, LOTVELL.

79

DATE.5.



80 WHOLESALE PRICES OF COMMODITIES m THE UNITED STATES. [July,

CLOTHS AND CLOTHING—Continued.

COTTON THREAD: SEX-CORD, 200 YARDS, J. <fe P. COATS.

DATES.
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CIjOTHS AISTD CI/OTHIKG—Continued.

DRILLINGS: STAKK A.

DATES.



82 WHOLESALE PKICES OF COMMODITIES IN THE UNITED STATES. [July,

CLiOTIIS AND CliOTIIIlVG—Continued.

SHIRTINGS: UI.EACUED, 4-4, FKUIT OF TIIE LOOM.

DATES.
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CLOTHS AND CLOTHING—Continued.

WOMEN^'S DRESS GOODS: COTTON-WyVRP ALPACA, 23-rVCn, HAMILTON.

DATES.



84 WHOLESALE PEICES OF COMMODITIES IN THE UNITED STATES. [July,

FUEL AND XiIGIITING.

COAL: ANTHRACITE, STOVE.

DATES.



1902.] WHOLESALE PEICES OF COMMODITIES IN THE UNITED STATES.

METAIiS AND IMPLEMENTS.

BARB TVTRE: GALVANIZED.

85

MONTHS.



8G WHOLESALE PEICES OF COMMODITIES IN THE UNITED STATES. [July,

ME'J'ATjS ATfD IMPIjBJIENTS—Contiiiuoil.

COPPEK: SHEET.

DATES.
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METAIaS AKD IMPI.EMKNTS—C-ontinued.

LEAD: PIG.

DATES.



88 WHOLESALE PEICES OF COMMODITIES IN THE UNITED STATES. [July,

METALS AND IMPLEMENTS—Contiuiied.

SAWS: HAND, STAJSTDARD, DISSTON'S.

DATKS.

1857..

18.i9.

.

I860..
isr.i..

18li2.

.

18(13..

186-1..

1865.

.

1806..
1867..
18(vS..

186SI..

I'rii- 1
' \ \E^.

Dollars pa-
dozai.

13.30
13.30
13.30
13.30
13.30
17.46
17.46
19.00
22. 50
22. 50
22. 50
21.38
20.30

1870.

1871.
1872.

1873.
1S74.
1875.
1S76.

1877.
1878.
187!l.

1880.
ISSl.

1882.

Trice.

Vollars per
dozf-n.

iy.50
16.24
16.24
16.69
15.79
1.5.79

14.91
14.04
14.01
14.04
14.04
14. 01
14.04

DATES.

1883
1881
1885
1886
1887
1888 ,

18S9
,

1890
1891
Jan., 1892
Apr., 1,892

,Tulv, 1892

Oct., 1892

Price.

Dollari< per
dozen.

14.04
13. 68
12.96
12.96
12. 15
12. 16
12. 15
12. 15
12.96
12.15
12.15
12.15
12.15

DATES.

Jan.,
Apr.,
July,
Oct.,

Jan.,
Apr.,
July,
o<-r.,

Jan.,
Apr.

1893..
1893.

.

1893..
1893..
1894..
1894..
1S94..
1894..
189.1..

1895..
July, 1895..
Oct., 1895..

Price.

Dollars per
dozen.

12.16
12. 15
12. 15
12, 15
12. 15
12. 15
12. 15
12. 15
12. 15
12. 15
12. 15
12. 16

DATES.

Jan., 1896.
Apr,, 1896.
July, 1896.
Oct., 1,S96.

Jan., 1897.
Apr., 1897.
July, 1897.
Oct., 1897.
Jan., 1898.
Apr., 1898.

July, 1898.
Oct., 1898.

Price.

Dollars per
dozfii.

12. 15
12. 15
12.15
12.15
12.15
12.16
12. 15
12,15
12. 15
12. 15
12. 16
12. 16

DATES.

Jan., 1899..
Apr., 1899..
July, 1899..
Oct., 1899 a
Jan., 1900..
Apr., 191X)..

July, 1900..
Oct., 1900...
Jan., 1901..
Apr., 1901..
July, 1901..
Oct., 1901..

Dollars per
dozen.

12. 15
12. 15
12.15
12.60
12. 60
12.60
12. IK)

12.00
12.60
12.60
12.60
12.60

SHOVELS: AMES NO. 2, CAST STEEL, D-HANDLE, SQUARE POINT, BACK STRAP.
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LUMBER AKD BUILDING MATERIALS.

OAK BOAEDS: WHITE, PLAIN, ITRST QTJAUTT, 1-INCH, KOTJGH.

DATES.

1855,

1856,

1857,

1858,

1859,

1860.
1861.

1862.

1863.

18M.
1865.
1866.
1867.
1868.

Price.

DoUars per
MJea.

10.00
11.00
11.00
11.00
11.00
11.00
20.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00
30.00

DATES. Price.

1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875,

1876,

1877,

1878,

1879,

1880.

1881.

1882,

Dollars per
M/ect.

30.00
32.00
32.00
33.00
33. 00
33.00
33.00
33.00
33.00
33.00
33.00
33.00
33.00
33.00

DATES.

1884
1885
1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
Jan., 1892...
Apr., 1892...
July, 1892...
Oct., 1892...

Price.

Dollars per
M/eet.

33.00
33.00
33.00
34.00
85.00
35.00
35.00
35.00
36.00
35.00
35.00
35.00
36.00

DATES.

Jan.,
Apr.,
July,
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.,
July,
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.,
Julv,
Oct.,
Jan.,

1893.
1893.
1893.
1893.
1894.
1894.
1894.
1891.
1895.
1895.
1895.
1895.
1890.

Price.

Dollars per
M feet.

3.5.80

35.00
36.00
3,5.00

35.00
35.00
3.5.00

3.5.00

35. 00
3.5.00

3.5.00

35.00
34.00

DATES.

Apr., 1896.
July, 1896.
Oct., 1896.
Jan., 1897.
Apr.. 1897.
Julv, 1.S97.

Oct., 1897.
Jan., 1898.
Apr.. 1,S98.

Julv. 1898.
Oct., 1898.
Jan., 1899.
Apr., 1899.

Price.

Dollars per
MJcct.

34.00
34.00
34.00
34.00
34.00
34.00
34.00
35.00
35. 00
35.00
35.00
35.00
36.00

DATES.

July, 1899.
Oct., 1899.
Jan., 1900.
.\pr., 1900.
Julv, 1900.
Oct., 1900.
Jan., 1901.
Apr., 1901.
July, 1901.
Oct., 1901.
Jan., 1902.
Apr., 1902.
July, 1902.

Price.

Dollars per
M/ect.

36.00
40. 00(S 42. .50

40. 00^ 42. .50

40. 00(5 4_'. 50
41.00fS12.(W
39.00f5 41.0O
37. 50(5 40. 00
37. .50(S 40. 00
32. 00(o':!4. 00
30.00(u40.00
38. OOdi 40. 00
40. 00(ai42. 00
40.00@42.00

PINE BOABDS: "WHITE, CLEAR, EXTRA, 1-INCH, NOT PLANED.

IWO
1841
1842
1843
1844,

1845
1846
1S47,

1848,

1849,

1850,

1851
1.852

1863,

1851
1855,

1866,

1867,

1868,

18.59,

1860,

Dollars per
Mfeel.

24.00'-
24.00
24.00
24.00
24.00

, 24. 00
24.00
24.00
24.00
24.00
24.00
24.00
24.00
24.00
24.00
24.00
24.00
24.60
24.00
26.00
24.00

1

1861
1862
Jan., 1863.
Julv, 1863.
.Inn"., 1864.
Julv, 1864.
Jan., 1865.
July,
Jan.,
July,
Jan.,
July,
Jan.

1865.
1866.
1866.
1867.
1867.

1S68.
Julv, 1868.
Jan., 1869.
Julv, l.Sf.9.

Jan., l.'^70.

Julv, 1870.
Jan., 1871.
July, 1871.
Jan., 1872.

Dollars per
Mfcet.

24.00
26.00
31.00
32.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
45.00
45. 00
45. 00
45. 00
40.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
45.00

July, 1872.
Jan., 1873.
July, 1873.
Jan., 1874.
July, 1874.
Jan., 1875.
July, 1875.
,Tan., 1876.
July, 1876.
Jan.
July,
Jan.

1.S7'

1877.
1878.

July, 1878.
Jan., 1879.
July, 1879.

Jan., 18S0.
July, I.SSO.

Jan., 1881.
Julv, 1881.
Jan., 1882.
July, 1882.

Dollars per
M/ect.

45.00
42.00
42.00
40.00
40.00
38.00
38.00
40.00
40.00
40.00

. 38.00
38.00
40.00
35.00
35.00
36.00
38.00
35.00
35.00
38.00
38.00

Jan., 1883...
July, 1883...
Jan., 1884...
July, 1884...
Jan., 1885...
Julv, 1885...
Jan., 1.S86...

July, 1886...
Jan., 2887...
July, 1.887...

Jan., 18.88...

Julv, 1X,S8...

Jan., 1889...
July, 1S.S9. ..

Jan., 1890...
Julv, 1890...
Jan., 1891...
Apr., 1891...
July, 1891...
Oct., 1891...
Jan., 1892...

Dollars per
M/eet.

40.00
38.00
38.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
40.00
38.00
4.5.00

40.00
45.00
40.00
40.00
45.00
45.00
45.00
44.00
43.00
43.00
43.00
44.00

Apr., 1892.
July, 1892.

Oct., 1892.
Jan., 1893.
Apr., 1893.
July, 1893.
Oct., 1893.
Jan., 1894.
Apr., 1894.
July, 1894.
Oct., 1.S94.

Jan., 1.895.

Apr., 1895.
July, 1895.
Oct., 1895.
Jan., 1896.

Apr., 1896.
Julv, 1896.
Oct'., 1.896.

Jan., 1897.

Apr., 1897.

Dollars per
M/cct.

45.00
46.00
47.00
48.00
48.00
48.00
48.00
47.00
46.00
45.00
45. 00
45.00
45. 00
45.00
44.00
44.00
44.00
44.00
45.00
4.5.00

45.00

Julv, 1.897..

Oct., 1897.*.

Jan., 1.898..

Apr., 1898..
Julv, 1,898..

Oct., 1.898..

Jan., 1899..
Apr., l.<<99..

July, 1899..
Oct., 1899..
Jan., 1900..
Apr., 1900..
Julv, 1900..
Oct., 1900..
Jan., 1901..
Apr., 1901..
Julv, 1901..
Oct., 1901..
Jan., 1902..
Apr., 1902..
July, 1902..

Dollars per
M/cct.

45. 00
45. 00
46. 00
45. 00
45. 00
46.00
46. 00
48.00
61.00
65. 00
57.50
.57. .50

67. 60
.57. .50

58.00
68.00
60.00
62. 00
68. 00
72.00
73.00

PINE BOARDS: AVIIITE, CULLS, 1-INCH, NOT PLANED.
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lilTMBER A>irD BUIIiDI2fG MATERIALS—Continued.

DOORS: PrJTE, TJITMOLDED, 3 BT5EX 4 INCHES BX 6 FEET 8 IXCHEa, H INCHES THICK.

DATES.

1810
IS-11

1X42
1813
1811
18-15

]8)Ci

1S17
ISIS
ISW
]Sf,0

18.M
18:>2

]S.i:)

18M
1S55
1856
1857,
1S,SS,

3S59,

18G0,

Price.

Dollars each.
1.75
1.75
1.85
1.75
1.75
1.75
1. 75
1.60
l.CiS

1.75
!.(»
I.fi5

1.75
1.75
1.75
1.50
1.75
1.75
1.(50

1..S8

l.CO

DATES.

isr.i.

isryj.

Jan., ]8iB.

,
i,8ii;i.

. ISGl.

, I.S!;i.

July,
Jan.
July,
Jan., _

July, I.SOS.

Jan., ],sf,G.

Julv, 18(1|-..

Jan., I.SW.
July, l.SCT.

Jan.. 1808.
July, l.'iliS.

Jan., l.sns.

July, l.iiv,).

,Tan., 1S70.

Julv. 1870.
Jan., 1.S71.

I

July, 1871.

Jan., 1872.

Price.

Dollars each.

1.80
2.00
1.75
2.00
2.00
2.00
1.75
1.75
2.25
2.25
2.00
2.00
2.00
1.90
2.00
2.0(1

2.00
1.00
2.00
2.00
2.00

DATES.

July,
Jan.,
July,
Jan.,
July,
Jan.,
July,
Jan.,
Julv,
Jan.,
July,
Jan.,
July,
Jan.,
July,

( Jan.,

i
July,
Jan.,
July,
Jan.,

1S72.
1.S73.

1873.
I,S7.1.

1874.
1875.

1875.
l,S7i;.

1876.

1.S77.

1.S77.

1.S78.

IS7S.

1,879.

1,S79.

1.8.S0.

1,880.

1881.
I8Si.

1882.

Price.

Dollars each.
2.50
2.00
2.00
2.25
2.00
2.00
2.00
2.00
2.00
2.00
2.00
2.00
1.75
2.00
2.00
1.75
2.00
2.00
2.00
2.00

DATES.

July,
Jan.,
July,
Jan.,
July,
Jan.,
July.
Jan.,
July,
Jan.,
Julv,
Jan.,
July,
Jan.,
July,
Jan.,
July,
Jan.,
Julv.
O.'t".,

1882.
ISR3.
IS.S.'!.

ISSl.
1881.
18,85.

1S.S5.

18.Sli.

1S,8(;.

1887.
1S.S7.

ISSS.
1.S.S8.

1.889.

1889.
1890.
1.890.

1891.
1891.
1S91.

Price.

Dollars each.

2.00
1.75
1.75
1.75
l.fiO

..50

70
.80

1.

1.

1.

1.

1.

1.75
1.75
l.SO
l.iJO

1..50

l..')0

1.25
1.25
1.25
1.25

DATES.

Jan.,
Apr.,
Julv,
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.,
Julv,
Oct.,
.Tan.,

Apr.,
July,
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.,
July,
Oct.,

Jan.,
Apr.,
Jl!lV,

Oct.,

1892.
1892.
1892.
l.S'.vi.

1.893.

1.S93.

1893.
1893.
1,894.,

1894.
1.S94.

1894.
1,895.,

1,895.

1.895.

1.8'J5.

1S90.,

l.S9(i.

ISPi;.

1896.

Price.

Dollars each.
1.25
1.25
1.25
1.25
1.35
1.2.5

1.15
1.15
1.10
1.10
1.00
1.00
.95
.90
.90
.90
.85
.85
.85
.80

DATES.

Jan.,
Apr.,
Julv,
Oct.,

Jan.,
-\pr..

Julv.
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.,

i
July,
Oct.,
Jau.,
Apr.,
July,
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.,
Julv,
Oct.,

1897.

.

1897..
1897..
1897..
1898..
1S98..
1.-^98..

1898..
1899.

.

1899.

.

1899.

.

1899 a

1900..
1900..
19011..

1900..
1901..
1901..

1901..
1901..

Price.

Dollars each.
.8)
.80
.80

0.S5
.85
.90
.95

1.00
1.10
1.15
1.25
1.60
1.59
1.59
1.59
1..59

1.78
1.78
1.78

2.22i

riME: ROCKXAXD.
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liUMBER ASil) BUILDIKG lyiATERIALS—Continued.

BEICK: COaiMOK DOMESTIC BTJILDING.

DATES.



92 WHOLESALE PRICES OF COMMODITIES IN THE UNITED STATES. [Jdlt,

liUMBER AND BUIIiDING SIATEKIAIiS—Continued.

ROPE: MANILA.

DATES.
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LUMBER AND BUItiDING SIATERIALS—Continued.

CARBONATE OF LEAIJ, IN OIL.

DATES.

1»10
1841,

1842,
1813,

1844
184.5

184G,

1847,

184S.
1849,

1860,

1851.

1852.
1863.

1864.

1865.

1866.

Price.

Dollars per
100 pounds.

7.95
7.82
C.S5
6.()5

6.75
7.10
6.70
6.60
6.32
6.62
6.88
6.78
6.55
8.10
8.87
8.75
9.30

DATES.

1857
1858
1859
1860
1861
1862
1803
1864
1865
1866
1867
1868
1S69
1870,

1871,

1872,

1873,

Piice.

DoJhirs per
100 liovnds,

8.80
8.04
8.12
8.12
7.97
8.54
10.73
10. 47
15. 15
16. 16
14.21
13. .38

13.13
10.78
10.88
10.90
11.28

DATES.



94 WHOLESALE PRICES Ol'^ COMMODITIES IN THE UNITED STATES. [Jl-I,Y,

DKUGS AND CHEMICALS.

ALCOHOIi.

DATES.
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DRUGS AND CHEMICALS—Coatinued.

GLYCEKIN; EEFINED, ^VMEKICAK.

DATES.

1865
WM
1S57
1S5S
1S.W
1880
1861
ISSl
ISliS

1864
1805
1.8fit)

1S67
3S«8
18H9
1.N70

1S71
1872
1873
1S74
1875
Jan., lS7o.

Price.

Dollars per
pound.
1.62J
1.75

1.62i
1.32
.40
.40
.36

.89i

.40

.40

..50

.4.5

.47

.40

.35

.23(510,28

.22® .29

.25® .32

.24® .30

.19(g .23

.15

.IS

Apr., 1876.
July, 187
Oct..
Jau.,
.\pr.,

July,
0,?t.,

Jan..

IS76.

1877.
1877.
1.S77.

I.'i77.

1S78.
Apr.,]S78.
July. 1.S78.

Oct., 1S7S.
Jan.,
Apr.,
July,
Get.,
Jan..
Apr.

1S79.

1.S79.

1S7S>.

1879.
issa.
I8S0.

July, 1880.
Oct., l.SSO.

Jan., 1«1.
Apr., ISSl.

July, 1881.

Price.

Dollars per
yaand.

0.17
.17
.19
.21
.21
.21
.20
.18
.17
.17

.W

.15

.16

. 16

.15

.175

.17i

.19

. '.^3

.29

.31

.31

DATES.

Oct., 1881.
Jan., 1882.
Apr., 1SS2.
July, 1882.
Oct., 1882.
Jan., 1SS3.

Apr., 1883.
July, 18S3.
Oct., 1883.
Jan., 1884.
Apr., 1884.
July, 1884.
Oct., Issi.
Jan.. 1885.
Aiir., 1885.
July, 1885.

Oct., 1.SS5.

Jan., 1886.
-\pr., 1SS6.

j July, issi;.
' Oct., 18SG.

Price.

Dollars per
pound.

0.38
.42
.40
.35
.26
.30
.28
.23
.17
.225
.22-
lig'
.18
.15
.18
.Hi
.15
.15
.155
. 155
.155

DATES.

Jan.,
Apr..
July.
Oct..
Jan.,
Apr.,
July,
Oct.,
Jan.,
.\pr.,

July,
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.,
July,
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.,
July,
Oct.,
Jan.,

1887.
1887.
1.S87.

1.SS7.

1888.
l.SSS.

1888.
1888.

1839.
1S.S9.

1.889.

18,S9.

1890.
1890.
1890.

1890.
1891

.

1891.
1,S91.

1891.
1892.

Price.

Dollars per
voimd.

0.24
.24
.24
.22
!21
.20
.19
.175
.18
.22
!22
.21
.20
.18
.18
.18
.16
.155
.155
.1.5

.15

DATES. Price.

Apr', 1892.
Julv, 1892.

Oct., 1892.

Jan., 1893.
Apr., 1893.
July. 1893.
Oct., 1S93.
Jan., 1891.
Apr., 1894.
Julv, 1894.

Oct., 1894.
Jan., 1895.

Apr., 1895.

July, 1895.
Oct., 1895.

Jan., 1896.
Apr., 1896.
Julv, 1893.
Oct., 1S96.

Jan., 1.S97.

Apr., 1897.

Dolla TS per
pound.

0.14
.14
. 135
.135
. 13 J

.135

.135

.13

.12

.115

.115

.115

.11

.11

.11

.165

.165

.165

.165

.165

.12

July, 1897.
Oct., 1.897.

Jan., 1898.
Apr.. 1898.
July,, 1898.
Oct., 1898.

Jan., 1899.
Apr., 1899.

July, 1.899.

Oct., 1S99.
Jan., 1900.
Apr., 1900.
July, 1909.
Oct., 1909.
Jan., 1991.
Apr.. 1901.
July, 1901.
Oct., 1901.
Jan., 1902.
Apr., 1902.
July, 1902.

Dollars per
pound.

0.12
.12
.lU
.11
.13

.12i

.12

.12J

.13

.15

.15

.15

.15

.1.55

.155

.155

^*i
.11}

0.145a .155
.14.>rfj .15
.14i(uj .15

I.INSEED OIIj: DOMESTIC, R^VW, IN BARRELS.



96 WHOLESALE PRICES OF COMMODITIES EST THE UOTTED STATES. [JULT,

DRUGS ANH CIIEMlCAIiS-Continued.

OPIUM: NATURAL (CASES).

DATES.
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DRUGS AND CHEMICALS—Continued.

SULPHURIC ACID.

DATES.
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IIOFSE-FURXISHllSrG GOODS—Continued.

FtlJXITUUE: CHAIRS, KITCHEIf, COMMON SPINDLE.

Jan., 18-16..

Apr., l.s-16..

Julv. 1816..
Oct., 1846..
Jan., 1817..
Apr., 1847..
Julv, 1847..
Oct", 1.V17..

Jan., 181S.

.

Apr., 18 IS..

Julv, ISts..

Oct., 1818..
Jan., 1819..

Apr., 1849..
Julv, l.S4i)..

Oct., 1819..
Jan., ls.iO..

Ajir., 18,'iO..

Julv, l.s.">u..

Oct., 1850..

Jan., 18.=.1..

Apr., 1851..
Julv, 18,51..

Oct., 1851..
Jan., 1S.')2..

Apr., 18.52..

July, 1.S52..

Oct., 1852..
Jan., 18.53..

Apr., 18,53..

Julv, 1853..
Oct., 18.53..

Jan., 18.54..

Apr., 1854..
Julv, 1851..
Oct., 18.54..

Jan., 18.55..

Apr., 18,55..

Price.

Dollars per
du:cii.

4. .50

4.50
4. .50

4.50
4. .50

4. fiO

4.50
4..50
4..50
4. ,50

4. .50

4.60
4. .50

4.,50
4. .50

4.50
4. .50

4.50
4.50
4.50
4,50
4.50
4.60
4. .50

4.60
4. .50

4.60
4. -50

4.60
4. .50

4.50
4. .50

4.60

DATES.

Julv,
Oct.,

Jan.,
Apr.,
July,
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.
Julv,
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.
Julv
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.
July
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.
Julv
Oct.,
Jan.,
.\pr.

Julv, 1861
Oct.,; 1861

Jan., 1862
Apr., I.S62

Julv, 1862
Oct", 1,962

.Ian., 1863
Apr., 1863
July, 1863
Oct., 1863
Jan., 1864
Apr., 1864
Julv. 1864

Oct., 1,S61

1.8.55.

18.55.

1,'<.56.

1856.
1856.
1856.
18.57.

18,57.

18.57.

18.57.

18.58.

1,S,58.

18.58.

1,8.58.

18.59.

1,8,59.

18.59.

18.59.

1860.
1860.

1860.
ISfiO.

1861.
1861.

Price.

Dollars per
dozen,

4.50
4..50
4..50
4. .50

4. .50

4. .50

4. .50

4.50
4.50
4. 51)

4. 50
4.50
4. .50

4.50
4. .50

4.50

4.50
4..50
4. .50

4.50
4. .50

4..50
4..50
4.50
4. .50

4. .50

4.50
5.00
5. ,50

5. .50

6.00
7.60

DATES.

Jan., 1865.

Apr.
July,
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.,
July,
Out.

1.S6,':

1865.
1.S65.

1866.
1.SC6.

1866.
1866.

Jan., 18i:

.^pr., 1867
July, 1.867

Oct., 1867
Jan., 1.8r>8

Apr., 1.S6S

July, 1,S68

Oct., 1868
.Tan., l,Si;9

Apr., 1.S09

Julv
'

Ocl'.,

Jan.
.\pr.

Julv
Oct., 1870
Jan., 1871.
Apr., 1871.
Julv, 1.S71.

Oct., 1.871.

Jan., 1872.

Apr., 1872.
Julv, 1872.
Oct., 1872.
Jan., 1873.
Apr., 187;

1.8i;9.

1869.
1870.

1870.
1.S70.

1873.
1873.

Julv
Oct,
Jan., 1,874

Apr., 1874

Price.

Dollars per
dozen.

7.50
7.00
6.50
6. .50

0.50
B..50

6.60
6. .50

6.50
6. ,50

6.50
6. .50

6.60
6. .50

• 6.60
6. .50

6. .50

7.00
7.00
7.00
7.00
7.00
6. ,50

6. ,50

6. 00
6. 00
6.00
0.00
6.00
6.00
6.00
6.00
6.00
6.00
5.50
5.50
5. .50

6.50

DATES.

Julv,
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.,
Julv,
Oct.

1,';74.

1871.
1875.
1875.

1875.
187,

Jan., 1,870.,

Apr., 1876.,

July, 1,876.

Oct., 1876.

Jan., 1877.
Apr., 1877.

Julv, 1,877.

Oct., 1877.

.Tan., 1878.

Apr. ,1878.

Julv, 1878.

Oct., 1878.

Jan., 1.879.

Apr., 1879.

Julv, 1879.

Oct., 1.879.

Jan., 18,80.

Apr., 1.880.

Julv, 18,S0.

Oct., 1880.
J.an., 1881.

Apr., msi.
Julv, 18.S1.

Oct., 1,8,81.

Jan., 1.S.S2.

Apr., 1882.
Julv, 1,8,82.

Oct., 1882.
.Tan., 18.83.

Apr., 1883.
Julv, 1,883.

Oct"., 1,3.83.

Price.

Dollars per
dozen.

5. .50

5.00
.5.00

5.00
5.00
6.00
4.25
4.25
4.25
4.25
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.0(1

4. 00
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
4.00
4..50
4.50
4.60
4.50
4.25
4.25
4.25
4. 25
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20

DATES.

Jan.,lS84..
Apr., 1,S,S4..

Julv, 18,-^1..

Oct., 1SS4..

Jan., 1885.

.

.\pr., 1885..
July, 1885..

Oct., 1885..
Jan., 18.86..

.\pr., 18,86..

July, 1886..

Oct., 1886..

Jan., 1887..

Apr., 1887..

July, 18.87..

Oct., 1887..

Jan., 1.888.,

Apr., 188,8.,

Julv, 188S.,

Oct., 1.8.S8.,

Jan., 1.8,89.,

Apr., 1889.,

July, 1.S.89..

Oct., 1.8,89.

Jan., 1.890..

Apr., 18911.

Julv, 1,890.

Oct"., 1,890.

Jan., 1891.
Apr., 1891.

Julv, 1,891.

Oct.. 1891.
Jan., 1892.

Apr., 1892.
Julv, 1892.

Oct., 1892.
Jan., 1,893.

Apr., 1893.

Price.

Dollars per
dozen.

4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.20
4.2.5

4.25
4.25
4.25
4.25
4.25

DATES.

July,
Oct.,
Jan.,
.\pr.,

July,
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.,
Julv,
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.,
Julv,
Oct.,
Jan.,
A]>r.,

Julv,
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.,
Julv,
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.,
Julv,

!
Oct.,
Jan.,
Apr.,
July,
Oct..
Jan
Apr.
Julv
Oct.,
Jan.
Apr.
July

1893...
1893...
1,894...

1,894...

1894...
1894...
1895...
1895...
1.895...

1,895...

1.896...

1,896...

1,896...

1896...

1897...
1897...
1897...

1897...

1,898...

1,898...

1898..
1,898..

1899..
1899..
1899..
1,899..

1900...

1900..
1900..
1900 a
1901..

,1901..
1901..
1901..

, 1902..
,1902..

, 1902..

Price.

Dollars per
dozen.

•J. 25
4 2£
3.50
3.50
3.50
3.50
3.50
S..50

S.50
3.50
3. .50

3.50
3.50
8.50
.3.50

3.50
3.50
3.50
3.25
3.25
3.25
3.50
3. SO
4.00
4.25
4.25
5.25
5.25
5.25
4.25
4.25
4.25
4.25
4.25
4.25
4

4, 75

rtlKNITURE: TABLES, KITCHEN, PINE, 35-rOOT.
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HOUSE-FURNI&HING GOODS—Continued.

PAILS: WOOI>KV, 3-HOOP A^D 3-nOOP.

DATES.
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norSi:-FUllNISIIING goods—Continued.

TUBS: WOODEN—Continued.

DA II..-.
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COURSE OF RELATIVE PRICES FROM 1840 TO 1901, INCLUSIVE.

Relative prices in the United States for this period of years liave been worked out on two different bases. For the period from 1840

to 1891, covered by the Aldrich report, prices were calculated from the level of the year 1800 as a basis. For the period between 1890-1901,

covered by the Department of Labor, the calculation was made on the basis of the average price for the period 1890-1899. In each case

100 has been taken as the starting point to show the rise or fall from this assumed level. Each one of the results is given separately,

inasmuch as each included a different number of conimodities in its calculation, besides working from different bases.

The movement of prices in Great Britain for different groups of commodities has regularly appeared in the form of index numbers

in the annual reports before the Royal Statistical Society of London, by A. Sauerbeck. Still another series of index numbers from the

London Economist has been used to show price movements under a different grouping from that employed in Sauerbeck's index

numbers.

ALDRICH REPORT ON COURSE OF RELATIVE PRICES FROM 1840 TO 1891. INCLUSIVE.

In the following table of relative prices of groups, the prices of the year 1860 are taken as a basis ( =100), and the rise or fall in price

from this given base is expressed in form of relative prices or percentages. By this means the comparison of a large number of objects

varying greatly in units of measurement as well as in price is rendered possible. The relative price of a group i-epresents a simple

arithmetical average of relative prices for all the articles constituting the particular group. Thus, for instance, in the case of group

"Food" the sum of the relative jirices for all the commodities constituting this group for the year 1891—5,507.1—was divided by the

number of articles comprised in this group—53. The result of this division—103.9—represents the relative price for this group.

The relative price for all articles is found in a similar manner by dividing the sum total of all relative prices by the total number of

articles.

Currency jirices, during the period when gold was at a premium, have been reduced to a gold basis. In converting currency prices

into gold the currency value of 5*100 in gold, as given for January of eat'h year in the American Almanac for 1878, was as follows: 1862,

$102.5; 1863, $145.1; 1864, 81.55.5; 1865, $216.2; 1866, $140.1; 1867, f!134.6; 1868, $138.5; 1869, $135.6; 1870, $121.3; 1871, $110.7; 1872,

103.1; 1873, $112.7; 1874, $111.4; 1875, $112.5; 1876, $112.8; 1877, $106.2, and 1878, $101.4.

Rel.^tive Wholesale Prices in Gold, by Groups op Articles, 1840-1891.

[From Senate Report No. 1394, second se.'JSion Fifty-second Congress.]

YEARS.

1840.

.

1S41 .

,

1842..
1843..

1S44..
18)5..
184(i..

1S47..
184S.

.

IS-W..
18S0.

.

18.il..

1832..
1853..
18.54..

1S55.

.

18.')(i.

.

1857..
18.58..

1859..

l.StiO.

,

18(11 .

.

1802.

,

1863.
l.Sfil.

1865-
1866.
1867.

,

1S68.

,

1869..

1870.,

1871.,

1872.,

1873.
1874.,

1,875.,

1876.,

1877.
1878.
1,S70.

1880.
1,S81

.

1.V82.

1883.

18.S1.

1885.
1SS6.
1887.
18«8.

18S9.
1890.
1891.
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR REPORT ON COURSE OF RELATIVE RRICES FROM i8go TO 1901, INCLUSIVE.

[u the following table similar comniodities have been grouped, and the average of the relative prices shown for the comtnodities in

each subjjroup and in each of the nine general groups. The averages in all ca.se.'i were found by dividing the sum of the relative prices
'

by the n\uiiber of commodities in the group under consideration. It should be borne constantly in mind that the term commodity is

Used here and elsewhere in a specific sen.^e, "native" and ''Western" sheep, for example, being considered different commodities. Tlie

method of securing average i-elative prices in this and other tables was as follows: The average relati\e price of cattle was found by

adding the relative prices of the two grades of cattle and dividing tlie sum by 2. The average for hogs was found in the same manner,

and also the average for sheep. The average for live stock was found by dividing the sum of the relative prices of the two grades of

cattle, the two grades of hogs, and the two grades of sheep by 6, the total number of different descrijitions of commodities or series of

fpi stations in the live-stock group. The average relative prices of each of the nine general groups were found by dividinj^ the sum of the

relafive i)rices of the different descriptions of commodities for each year by the number of those commodities or series of quotations

considered in that year. The sum of the relative prices in 1890 of the commodities shown under the general group, "Food, etc.," for

exami«le, is 5,9.5.S.2, which amount divided by 5.'>, thci^ nniober of different descriptions of commodities or scries of quotations considered

that year, gives 112.4 as the average for the group "Food, etc.," for 1890. For 1803 to 1901, fifty-four commodities are quoted in this

group, and t!iat number is accordingly the divisor for each of those years.

The average relative prices of each of the nine general groups for each year of the period, and the average relative prices of all

commodities for each year, are shown in the following summary:

SuMMAKV OP Relative Prices of 261 Commodities, 1890 to 1901, nv Groups.

[Average priee for 1890-1899 = 100.]

YEARS.
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PRICES AND THE COST OF LIVING IN MASSACHUSETTS.
[From the Thirty-second Annual Report of the Massncliu&etts Bureau of Statistics of Labor, pp. 239-311.]

COMPARISON OF PRICES.

The change in the price level eince 1S97 has made it advisable to present the statistics, contained in this part, relating to the retail

prices of such commodities as are of ordinary household consumption in the families of workiugmen. The figures cover retail prices in

the different towns and cities in the Commonwealth in which considerable numbers of persons are employed in manufacturing industries,

and they were obtained by the special agents of the bureau from establishments largely patronized by working people. The prices,

therefore, represent average quotations for rent, board, and the various articles of household consumjjtion. Similar statistics have been
collected by the bureau from time to time, beginning with 1860, the last preceding summary having been published in our report for 1897.

We are, therefore, able to present comparative figures, collected in the same manner at different periods, and to note the variation either

upward or downward at the present time, that is to say, April, 1902.

The first table covers average retail prices, with quotations for 1872, ISSl, 1897, and 1902, for certain standard articles clas.sificd as

groceries, provisions, fuel, dry goods, and boots, and also for rents and board. The table also shoviS the increase or decrease in 1902 as

compared v.-ith 1897, the latest preceding figure.

Compjujisons of Average Retail Prices, 1872, 1881, 1897, and 1902.

ARTICLES.

GEOCEEIES.

Flour, wheat, superfine.
Flour, wheat, family
Flour, rve.

Basis of quautities.

Barrel

.

do.
round

.

Corn meal
i Pound

.

Codfish, dry ' do .

Rice ".
' do .

Beans Quart.

.

Tea. oolong ' Pound

.

Coffee, Rio, green ' do .

Coffee, roasted ' do .

do.
do.
do.

Gallon

.

do.
.do.

Sugar, good brown
Sugar, coffee
Sugar, granulated
Mola.sses, New Orleans .

Molasses, Porto Rico
Sirup.
Soap, common

.

Starch

PEOVISIONS.

Pound

.

do.

Beef, roasting do.
Beef, soup do
Beef, rump steak do .

Beef, corned I do .

Veal, fore quarter ' do .

Veal , hind quarter
|

do .

Veal, cutlets do .

Mutton, fore quarter I do .

Mutton, leg
]

ilo .

Mut ton , chops do .

Pork, fresh do .

Pork, salted do .

Hams, smoked do .

Rhordders, corned do .

.doSausages

.

Lard.
Butter .

-do.
.do.

Cheese do .

Pota,toes Bushel .

Milk I () iiart .

.

Eggs Dozen.

FUEL.

Coal
\Vood, hard .

Wood, pine .

DRY GOODS.

Ton ...

Cord...
do.

Shirting, 4-4 brown Yard .

.

Shining, 4-4 bleached do .

Sheet! ntr, 9-.S brown I do .- • ' - ,1„.

.do.

.do.

Sheeting, B-S bleached.
Cotto.i tlannel .

Ticking
Prints

Men's heavy'

.

Four-room tenements.
Six-room tenements ..

.do.

Pair .

Month.
do.

Week.
Women do
Men.

AVESAGE RETAIL PKICES-

181

Dollars.
10. 7.5

12. 7.5

.03i

.01}

.08i

lU
.09i
. r.t)

.341

.42i

.lOJ

.lOi

.12

.70

.76}

.75

.08

.121

.19

.071

.291

.10;

.lOi

.17

. as;

.10;-

.19

.1.51

.12i

.11

.13.1

.10}

.121

.11

J

.391

.171
1.02
.IK
.30

9.25
10. 121
7.00

.13

.14

.191

.271

.24

.11?

14. 75
IC.OO

1881

Dollars.

9.91i
8.57
.041
.031
.0-1

.09if

.131

..5S

.181

.28}

.091

.10

.11

.661

. 021

.76}

.06}

.091

.17

. 051

.20}

.10}

.11}

.1,5}

.2(1

.111

.16}

.ISi

.13

.13}

.15}

.12

.131

.14}

!l7i

1.25)
.06
.321

7.83}
8. 96}
7.09

.08}

.11

.10}

.13}

.16

.16}

.07}

3.18}

7.99
12.25

4.75
3.00

1897

Dollars.
6.621
5.80
.034
.03
.07,%
. 07?
.07
.465

.31i

.28

.04J

.041

.0.5}

..50

.49.1

.622

.04}

.07i

.0.5?

.25}

.09^

.08

. 12.!

.21}

.071

.11}

.20

.10

.09=

.13}

.09

.10,}

.08

.241

.14
1.01}
.0.5

1

6.00
8.411
6.97

.081

.081

.081

.09}

.10

.11

.051

2.051

8.63;
11.01'

4.02
3.66

1802

Dollars.
5.20
4.69

. 03}

.03

.10

.08

.10

..54

.22
!27
.05
.05}
. 05}
.49}
.47
.49}
.05}
.08

.171

.07

.2.8

.10

.10}

.1.5}

.241

.101

.10}

.21}

.14

.12}

.13}

.10

.121

.1.31

.30}

.16
1.141
."(.}

.211

6. 653
8.

25'

6.79}

.06}

.0.8}

.13

.16

.10}

.131

.06

12.14
19.30

S.91

3.U

Increase (-h)
or decrea.se
(-) inli.'02,

as compared
with 181)7.

Dollars.
-1.421
-1.11
+ .00,',

+ -oavc
+ .001

-f .03

-f .073
- .091
- .01'

+ .00=

f .00,-,

- .OOi
- .00}
- .02}
- .t3,»3

-f .01

+ -OOJ

+ -022
+ -013

+ .021

+ .091

+ .02}
+ .02^5
+ .02}

+ .03,^
-f .041

+ .01}
+ .04

03A
00,%

-f .01

+ -01
',3

-r .0.5}

-f .05ii
+ .02

+ .13

+ .00/j
- .02

+ .051
- .16}
- .17}

- .01}
+ .00}
-f .041

.06}

.00}

.021

.00}

-f3.,50J
-^7.69

.71

.32
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THE PURCHASE POWER OF MONEY.

TIio next ])ro=entati()ii shows the purcliase power of money for each of tlie years previously compared, by means of a statement of

tlie inumtitics of eoinmodities which could be purcliased for one dollar in each year.

Purchase Power op Money: 1872-1902.

ARTICLES.

GROCERIES.

Flovir, wheat, snporline pounds
Flour, wheat, fiiniily (Ut

Flour, r.ve do
Corn mciil do
Codfish, dry do
Rice do
Beans quarts.

Tea, oolong Iioiimls,

Cofl'ee, Rio, green do

—

Coffee, niiu'^ted do
Sugar, good brown do—
Sugar, eolTee do—
Sugar, granulated do

—

Mola,sses, New Orleans gallons
Molnsse.s, Porto lUco do . .

.

Sirup do. ..

Soap, common pounds
Starch do

—

PROVISIONS.

Beef, roasting pounds
Beef, soup do. .

.

Beef, rump steak do...
Beef, eonied do. ..

Veal, fore (nmrter do...
Veal, hind quarter do...
Veal, cutlets do

—

Mutton, fore quarter do...
Mutton, leg do...
Mutton, chops do. .

.

Pork, fresh do...
Pork, salted do...
Ham, smoked do...
Shoulders, corned do. .

.

Sausages do. .

.

WHAT ONE DOLLAR WOULD BUY IN-

1872

18.18
16.38
30.30
55. 65
12.20
8.93

10. 52
1,45
2.92
2.35
9.80
9. 52
8.33
1.43
1.31
1.33

12. 60
8.19

5.26
13. 33
3.39
9. .52

9.62
5.85
3.54
9.,SO
5.26
6.61
8.00
9.09
7.41
9. SO
8.00

1881

19.76
22. 87
22. 22
32.00
13.33
10.25
7.54
1.72
5.40
3.47

10. 95
lU.OO
9.09
1. .50

1.60
1.30
14.81
10. 81

5.88
18.18
4.93
9.75
8.50
6.34
.5.00

8.82
.5.97

5.48
7.69
7. ,54

6. 55
8.33
7.47

1897

30.30
34.48
32.26
34.48
13.89
12. 82
14. 29
2.16
3.21
3. .57

21.28
21.74
17.86
2.00
2.02
1.89

23.81
14.08

6.85
17.86
3.89
10.64
12. 66
7.87
4.61
14.08
8.55
6.05
10.00
10.87
7.62

11.24
9.26

1902

38.40
43. 48

30. 30
34.48
10.00
12.66
10. 00
1.85
4. .52

3.72
20.41
19. 23
18.87
2.01
2.14
2.01

19. 23
12.06

5.71
14.71
3.58
9.90
9.71
6. .54

4.08
9.62
6.17
4.72
7.19
8.13
7.30
10.00
8.00

ARTICLKS.

WHAT ONE DOLLAR WOCLD BCY IN-

FRovisioNS—continued.

Lard pounds.
Butler do
('hecse do
Potatoes bushel

.

Milk quart-s.

Eggs dozen

.

FUEL.

Coal pounds.
Wood, hard feet.

Wood, pine do

DRV GOODS.

Shirting, 4-t brown yards.
Sliirting, 4-4 blenched "do

Sheeting, 9-8 brown do
Sheeting, 9-8 bleached do
Cotton iJannel do
Ticking do
Prints do

BOOTS.

Men's heavy pair

.

RENTS.

Four-room tenement.s days.
Six-room tenements do

—

BOARD.

Men days
Women do

—

1872

6.77
2. ,55

5.71
.97

12.50
3.33

217. 39
.79

1.14

7.69
6. 25
7.14
6.13
3.63
4.17
8.85

S3. 94

2.03
1.87

1.24
1.87

1881

6.77
2.88
5.71
.79

16. 66
3.07

255. 18
.89

1.12

11.42
9,09
9.30
7.27
6.25
5.97
12.90

«3. 18J

3.76
2.45

1.47
2.33

1897

12.06
4.13
7. 19
.99

17..Sf,

4.27

333. 33
.96

1.16

11. 70
11.76
11.76
10.31
10.00
9. 00

18. ,S7

$2. C.'..i

3. .53

2.62

1..52

1. 92

1902

7.68
3.30
6.29
..87

1.5.87

4.65

300.48
.97

1.18

14.93
11.49
7.63
6.21
9.35
7.41
17.21

SI. 99 J

2.51
1.58

1.79
2.10

WORKINGMEN'S EXPENSE BUDGETS.

Below are presented the results of an inquiry into the expenses of 10^ families which may be termed normal, consisting of father,

mother, and immediately dependent relatives, members of the family circle, princijially minor children, subject to parental control,

although in some cases contributing by their earnings to the family income. In order that we may analyze the income and expenditurea

of these normal families, wdiose income is based upon the labor of the family members and not obtained in part by taking boarders or

lodgers, we confine the next presentation entirely to them, arranging the families in five groups, according to the graded scale of income.
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In the 'ollowing table the classification of expenses of 152 families is given, including 4S families whose income was enlarged by
receipts fr;m boarders and lodgers. The percentages in each group may be compared with those previously presented. In order to

make the comparison complete, we present a condensed recapitulation similar to that in the more detailed statement above.

EXPENSE CLASSIFICATION.

Subsistence (principally food)
C'lothing
Rent
Fuel and light
Education, church, societies, newspapers, etc
Care of health, insurance
Sundry expenses(comfort, mental and bodily recreation, etc.)

Total

EXPENDITURES OF FAMILIES WITH INCOMES

—

Under ?450.

Average
expense

per
family.

Dolliirs.

214. 18

S.1. 00
84.00
30. &
6.16
11.40
1.50

382. 49

Per-
centages.

66.00
9.15
21.96
7.91
1.61
2.98
.39

100.00

From $150 to S600.

Average
expense

per
family.

Dollars.
303. 81
64.70
97.10
38.23
16.19
25. 96
7.54

653.53

Per-
centages.

64.89
11.69
17.54
6.91
2.92
4.69
1.36

100.00

From S600 to £750.

Average
expense

per
family.

Dollars.
367. 13
80.48

118. 99
46.48
27.44
27.44
20.91

688.87

Per-
centages.

53.30
11.68
17.27
6.75
8.99
3.98
3.03

100.00

From $750 to 81,200.

Average
expense

per
family.

Dollars.
471.45
129. 92
97.74
47. 82
3S. 64
44.85
58.18

886.50

Per-
centages.

63.18
14.66
11.03
6.39
4.12
5.06
6.66

100. 00

Above $1,200.

Average
expense

per
family.

Dollars.
687.49
183. 12
85. 12
66.31
67. 22
80.03

103. 30

1,252. .69

Per-
centages.

54.,S7

14. 62
6.80
4.49
4.58
6.39
8.25

100.00

The percentage of expenditure for subsistence (principally food) is, as might be expected, highest in the class having lowest

income, and diminishes, as income increases, although showing no great variation, except that nearly identical percentages are found in

the classes having incomes from $450 to $600 and above $1,200, respectively. The classes having largest incomes have the smallest

percentages of expenditure for fuel and light and rent and the largest for clothing. As incomes increase, the proi^ortionate expenditure

for education, church, societies, newspapers, etc., and for the care of health, insurance, and especially for the sundry expenses classed

as for comfort, mental and bodily recreation, etc., increase. That is, as income permits, expenditures are enlarged in the directions

indicating a higher standard of living, rather than entirely reserved as surplus or savings. As in 1875, the results of the present investi-

gation support fairly well the first and last propositions of the so-called law of expenditure, formulated by Dr. Engel of Prussia, but do

not entirely agree with the others."

Dr. Engel's theory was based on Prussian experience, confirmed in a general way by the similar investigations of Ducpetiaux in

Belgium and Le Play in France and German districts bordering upon it, in Switzerland, and in Savoy. It is of course true, and the

distinction is perhaps more marked to-day than in 1875, that there is far less imiformity in the character of the clothing worn liy work-

ingmen in this country than abroad, and also in the conditions under which they are housed; and this, no doubt, accounts in a measure

for the differences in the percentile distribution of expenses under those heads.

The percentages for the different income classes reported in 1875 and at present compare as follows:

EXPENSE CLASSIFICATION.

Subsistence (principally food)
Clothing
Rent
All other expenses

Total

PERCENTAGES OF EXPENDITURE OF FAMILIES WITH INCOMES—

Under $450.

1875

64.00
7.00

20.00
9.00

100.00

At pres-
ent.

56.00
9.15

21.96
12.89

100.00

From $460 to $600.

1875

63.00
10.50
16.60
11.00

100.00

At pres-
ent.

54.89
11.69
17.54
15.88

100.00

From $600 to $750.

1875

60.00
14.00
14.00
12.00

100.00

At pres-
ent.

53.30
11.68
17.27
17.76

100.00

From $760 to $1,200.

1875

56.00
15.00
17.00
12.00

100.00

At pres-
ent.

53.18
14.66
11.03
21.13

100.00

Above $,1200.

1875

61.00
19.00
15.00
15.00

100.00

At pres-
ent.

54.87
14.62
6.80

23.71

100.00

The percentages of expenditure for food show a decline in each group, except in that with income above $1,200. The percentage

expended for clothing appears unduly low in the lowest income class in 1875, the peculiarity being caused no doubt by some exceptional

circumstance affecting one or more of the comparatively few families in this class in the year referred to. The percentages indicate a

comparatively uniform proportionate expense for clothing in the families with incomes from $450 to $750, and also in the families with

incomes from $750 to $1,200 or more. In the first two groups the percentage expenditure for clothing is higher than in 1875. The
percentage expenditure for rent is lower in two of the groups and higher in the others than in 1875, and that for expenses outside of

food^ clothing, and rent considerably higher in all.

a Dr. Engel's propositions are as follows:

First. The greater the income, the smaller the relative percentage of outlay for subsistence. (To this the highest class shown in the table forms an exception.

)

Second. The percentage of outlay for clothing is approximately the same, whatever the income. (This is confirmed in the second and third classes as com-

pared with each other and also in the fourth and fifth classes as compared with each other, but not confirmed in general.)

Third. The percentage of outlay for lodging or rent and for fuel and light is invariably the same, whatever the income. (Confirmed in the second and third

classes as compared with each other, but not confirmed in general.)

Fourth. As income increases, the percentage of outlay for sundries becomes greater. (Fully confirmed.)

No. 1 -U



MOVEMENT OF PRICES IN GREAT BRITAIN.

By A. Sauerbeck.

[From the reports of the London Statistical Society.]

The following table shows the course of prices of forty-five commodities during the last twenty-four years as compared with the

standard period of eleven years, 1867-1877, wliich in the aggregate is equivalent to the average of the twenty-five years 1853-1877.

SuMMAitY OF Index Numbers."

[Groups of article.s, 1867-1877 = 100.]

YEARS.



[July, 1902.] MOVEMEi^T OF PEICES IN GEEAT BRITAItr.

Monthly Fluctuations of th£ Index Numbebs of Forty-five Commodities (1867-1877=100).
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YE.\KS.
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Quarterly JIovemexts or Prices"—Summary of Index Numbers (1866-1877=100).

[July,

18S9

1S90

issn

isiv.>

18D3

1891

1S95

1S96

ISil-
1

1898

1899

1900

1901

Quarters,

IV
I

II

III

IV
I

II

III

IV
I

II

III
IV
I

II
III
IV
I

II

III
IV
I

II
III
IV
I

II
III
IV
I

II

III

IV
I

II
III

IV
I

II
III
IV
I

II

HI
IV
I

II

III
IV

Vegeta-
ble food
(corn,
etc.).

GO. 3

63.7
62.8
67.2
67.4
71.0
77.8
76.5
77.2
70.6
67. .5

64.2
60.7
69.0
59.7
58.9
6,8.6

67.0
6L4
54.8
53.

2

W.2
57.9
53.7
51.6
50.4
49.2
bO.h
60.3
57.5
66.1
62.1
65.

67.0
76. 2
6.5.0

62.4
61.4
59.1
69.

4

59. fi

60. 2
62.3
64.0
63.7
62.5
63.4
61.5
62.3

Animal
food

(meat,
etc.)

.

86.0
86.3
8:5.0

80.6
82.

78.

9

80.1
83.0
80.8
82.7
83.1

85.9
83.6
84.3
83.0
86.1
83.

2

SO. 3

79.7
80.4
78.4
77.3
77.6
80.3
74.0
71.7
71.4
75.2
74.3
77.3
80.0
80.1
78.4
75.

7.5.0

7.S. 1

76. 8
78.8
79.8
79. 6

77.4
80. 2

87.5
86.

1

85.

3

87.4
85.

2

85.8
84.1

Sugar,
eoflee.

and tea.

67.2
68.6
69.8
73.1
71.2
74.1
72 2
7(1! 4
68. 7
69.

1

66. 6
68.2
72.7
75.2
7.S.9

74.0
70.6
69.0
66.

8

03.8
60.8
01.3
60.9
61.2
62.

2

62.8
61.2
50.

55.2
65.

2

52.0
.51,0

50.3
.50.

5

50.4
51.3
.52.

3

53.2
.54.5

.53.7

.53.6

53.4
55.0
55. 9
52.

3

4,S.6

46. 5

43.8
42.3

Total
food.

73.1
73.1
71.6
73.4
73.6
74.6
77.5
77.2
76.7
74.8
73.0
73.0
71.7
71.8
72.3
72.1
70.2
68.1
66.3
66.1
64.1
W.2
65.8
65.1
62.

1

60.8
59.9
60.9
64.4
64.3
64.0
66.4
66.8
67.6
70.3
70.0
65.6
66.0
65.8
65.0
64.8
66.2
70.0
70.5
69.3
as. 7

67.9
66.7
66.1

Minerals.

83.9
80.6
78.3
81.7
80.5
78.4
77.7
70.6
7,3.9

72.

2

73.4
70.7
69.

5

67.0
63.8
67.4
72.3
65.8
02.

9

63.0
62.3
60.8
01.3
63.

5

63.8
63.2
62.4
63.2
05.

9

65.8
64.0
65.

4

66.7
67.0
69.2
71.0
75.

83.7
89.2
90.

3

98.8
107.9
108.6
111.0
10.5. 5
94.0
88.5
86.7
83.9

Textile.?.

70.7
69.1
66.7
64.6
02.

7

61.2
59.2
58.4
.58.

69.

2

57.0
53. 2
.57.

3

,59.

8

,57.7

57.7
58.7
56.8
.55.

3

63.0
48.2
46.5
49.8
.54.6

50.8
55. 5
53.7
53.2
51.1
52.0
51.5
61.1
48.8
49.4
62.

4

61.5
50.4
52.8
54.6
67.6
6,8.7

70.

6.5.4

61.5
60.9
60.3
59.5
69.6
58.2

Sundry
materials.

68.1
68.7
07.8
09.2
09.5
69.3
69.5
68.9
69.

67.1
(15.

8

05.6
67.4
70.3
68.

2

67.7
67.2
65.1
(VI. 3
63.9
63.5
63.1
65.

5

66.1
65.5
64.5
02.

8

62.1
02. 8

02.

5

02.3
03.2
02.

3

62.9
64.5
63.

9

63.3
02.6
62.

64.4
68.7
72.1
71.4
71.1
71.5
70.

6

70.9
71.1

Total
materials.

73.2
72.0
70.3
71.1
70.4
69.

2

68.

5

67.7
67.1
66.0
0.5.2

63.2
64.9
66.2
63.8
64.5
66.0
62.7
61.1
60.3
58.6
57.3
59.6
61.9
62.4
61.4
.59.

9

69.4
60.9
60.2
69.4
60.1
69.3
59.9
02.1
62.0
02.5
65.3
07.1
70.9
70.8
81.3
79.6
79.8
77.4
73.7
72.1
71.7
71.0

Grand
total.

73.2
72.5
70.8
72.1

71.7
71.4
72.3
71.7
71.2
69.7
6S. 5
07. 3

07.7
68.5
67.4
07.7
67.8
65.

63.3
02.8
00.9
00.

3

02.2
63.2
62.

3

61.1
.59.

9

60.1
02.4
61.9
61.3
62.8
02.

5

03.1
65.5
64.1
03.8
05.

6

60.5
(». 6
71.8
74.9
75.6
7.5.9

74.0
71.0
70.

2

09.

0-J.

Silver.ft

71.4
72.6
77.2
8.5.1

79.0
74.4
73.

6

74.5
72.1
07.4
0.5.8

03.2
64.0
63.0
58.3
55.1
.52.

2

47.3
47.2
48.

4

46.6
46.4
60.0
50.0
50.5
51.1
81.4
.50.6

49.1
48.0
45.7
41.5
44.7
42.4
44.1
45.4
4,5.5

45.1
46.3
44.9
44.5
45.3
45.6
47.0
48.8
45.7
44.9
44.3
42.6

"The four quarterly figures of eaeh year do not in all cases exactly (in the decimals^ agree with the animal averages, as the latter are partly calculated from
revised figures. (See Journal of Royal Statistical Society, 1893, p. 221; 1895, p. 141; and 1900, p. 90.)

('Silver OO..Sld. per ouncc=100.

The quarterly numbers show the average of three monthly fii^ures, and by thus eliminatin.g minor fluctuations they give a more

reliable comparison of the gradual changes of the various groups of commodities. Last }'ear's figures indicate the gradual fall of food

products, principally influenced by the third group (sugar, coffee, and tea), andalso of materials generally, the latter ruled by the strong

decline of minerals, and to a small extent by weaker prices of textiles, while sundry materials were slightly better in the second half of

the year.

The foll'iwing figures show in each case the average index numbers of all the forty-five commodities for ten years (see the dotted

line in the diagram of the Journal, 1886, p. 648, and also the Journal, 1893, p. 220) ; they give the l)est j^icture of the gradual movement

of the average prices of whole periods, as the ordinary fluctuations are still further obliterated:

1818-1827 Ill

1.828-1837 93
1,838-1847 93

1 848-1 y.57 89
18.58-1.867 99
1868-1877 100

1878-1887.
1882-1891.
1883-1892.
1884-1893.

79
74
72
71

188.5-1894 69
1886-1895 68

1887-1896 68
1888-1897 67
1889-1898 66
1890-1899 66
1891-1900 66
1892-1901 66

Stiver.—The average price was 27x\d. per ounce, against 28Jd. in 1900. It stood at 29y'5d. per ounce (index number 48.6) at the end

of 1900, and went gradually lower, realizing about 28fd. in the first quarter, 27§d. in the second, and barely 27d. in the third quarter.

It dropped more rapidly iii November, and touched 24J-Jd. in December, closing at 254d. per ounce (index number 42.3).
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From 1895 to 1899 silver was wanted in considerable quantitie.s for currency purpo.?es in Russia, and also in Spain, and the following

figures show the amounts coined (high standard coins only, viz, one, one-half, and one-fourth rubles, and five-peseta pieces, as minor

coins were mostly struck from old silver pieces)

:

YEARS.
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TIk" average rates in 1895 were the lowest on record; those in 1900 were the highest since 1873. Last year's average shows a very

considerable reduction, the private rate having fallen froni3| per cent to 2J per cent.

The pa.st year differed widely from its two predecessors. Tlie great trade activity in Kurojie liad received a cheek in the second

half of 1900, which made further progress in 1901, and caused depression in many branches. There were certain occurrences which had

a more or less unfavoralilo influence, such as the death of the Queen in January, the continuation of the war in South Africa, with its

great expenditure, resulting in increased taxation, and the difliculties in China, now fortunately settled, but the main factor was the

natural I'eaction from a period of great buoyancy. This reaction was i)articularly felt in tlie country that had experienced the greate.>^t

development during the last decade—Germany.

The export trade of the United Kingdom showed a decline, though not a very important one, everything considered. The outturn

of the shipbuilding yards was still very large, but the engineering industries were on the whole in a less favorable position. The

cotton, flax, and silk industries were unsatisfactory. The tine wool industry was busy, though profits were not great, but the trade in

coarse wools was very depres.fed. The wheat liarvest in several European countries was smaller, but large in the United States, while

tlic failure of the mai/e crop in the latter country raised prices of feeding stuffs. The sugar and coffee crops were of unprecedented

magnitude and seriously affected values. Wages are declining in several branches, and the number of unemployed has increased

everywhere.

Unlike European countries, the United States enjoyed continued prosperity, leading to a further great boom in railway and

industrial shares; but matters there have now reached such a height that the position is not free from danger.

It is not improbable that the present year will again see some improvement, but we must not expect too much. Liquidation will

still go on in those countries and trades which have suffered most, and when all the losses are ascertained, confidence will probably

return, and this will lead to renewed activity. If the South African war should at last be concluded and the working of the mines

now partly opened become again more normal, it may, as is generally expected, have a great influence on trade; but it may also be

that the effect will not be so great as might have been the case in 1900 or even in 1901. The boom is over, and experience teaches us

that it always takes some time, often years, before a new period of great activity recommences.

The arithmetical mean of the forty-five index numbers, which is 70 (against 75 in 1900), has, as in former years, again been subject

to two tests:

Firstly, by using the same index numbers of the separate articles, but calculating each article according to its importance in the

United Kingdom on the average of the three years 1894-1896, when the mean for 1901 is 69.S, against 76.0 in 1900 and 67.0 in 1899; or,

on the average of the five years 1871-1875, when the mean for 1901 is 69.5, against 75.3 in 1900 and 66.3 in 1899.

Secondly, by calculating the quantities in the United Kingdom at their actual values (the production on the basis of my i)rice

tables, the imports at Board of Trade values, and consequently a considerable portion according to a different set of prices) and at the

nominal values on the liasis of the average prices from 1867-1877. In this case the mean is 72.1, against 78.3 in 1900 and 67.3 in 1899.

The figures for 1900 and 1901 are liigher in this calculation than the ordinary index numbers, and this is principally due to the high

export price of coal—an article of such enormous importance in this country—but partly also to the declared values of imports ha\'ing

been higher than those afterwards realized. The following table gives the figures which have served for the second test (see also the

Society's Journal, 1886, pp. 613-619):

Movements of Fokty-five Commodities in the United Kingdom (Pkoductiox and Impoets).

AVERAGE YEARS.

1848-1850.
is.".n-isi;i

,

]S|1'.)-1S71,

1ST1-1S7.'|,

1.S74-1S7C,,

1870-lSSl

.

l.SR4-18S(;,

18S9-18yl
1894-1896,
1S98
1899
1900
1901 a . . .

,

Estimated
actual value

in each
period.

Mln. £'s and
dec.

219.

8

3.i0.

1

4.56. G

.'>4S. 8
537.8
4S9.

7

445,7
604.1
4.53.

7

49S.7
519.8
.599. 5

570. 2

Nominal
values at

average prices
of 1806-1877,
shOAvins: in-

crease in
quantities.

Mln. rs
dec.

and

294.8
382.7
484. C
.526.3

638.4
578.5
610.1
685.2
723.5
772.4
772.5
765.3
791.1

MOVEMENT OF QU.IN-
TITIES.

1848-1850
= 100.

100
130
164
178
183
196
207
233
245
262
262
260
268

18T1-1875
=100.

60
73
92
100
102
110
116
130
137
147
147
145
150

Movement of
quantities from period

to period.

30 per cent over 1849.,

27 per cent over 1860.

19 per cent over 1S70.

18 per cent over 1880.

.

•13 per cent over 1S90.

Ratio of
prices

according to
this table
{1867-1877
=100).

74,6
91.5
9-1.2

101.3
99.

9

84.0
73.0
73,6
62.

7

64,6
67.3
78.3
72.1

a 1901 subject to correction after publication of the complete mineral produce returns.

The nominal values at the uniform prices of 1867-1877 show the exact movements of quantities in the aggregate. After a falling off

in quantities in 1900 there was again an increase last year. The last three years, taken on the average, show an increase of about 13 per

cent on 1890, 47 per cent on 1871-1S75, and 163 per cent on 1848-1850.
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The price movements of the external trade of this countrj'—total imports into the United Kingdom and exports of British and Irish

produce—were as follows, 1873 called 111 in accordance with my index number (see the Society's Journal, 1897, p. 187):

YEARS.
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Average Prices of Commodities.

[NoTK.—The annual prices are the averages of 12 monthly or 52 weekly quotations.]
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Average Prices of CoMiMODiTiEs—Continued.
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AvEHAGE Pkices OF COMMODITIES—Continued.

Number of article

.

IS 19a 19b 10 16-19 1-19 SO 21 22 23

YEARS. a Mean of
ISA and

18b.

Co!ij;ou,
common

(per
pound).

1R'<0.

18.SI.

l.S,S2.

ISSi.
ISSl.
l.S8.i.

isst;.

I.S.S7.

l^'SS.

I'SSU.

l.sao.

1891.
1S92.,

1803.,

1891..
1S9.S..

lS9li.,

1897..

189S.,

189J..
1900.

,

1901.,

Average 1892-1901 .

1,'',S.S-1S97 .

lS,s.V1894 .

1.S7,S-1S87 .

1S07-1S77

.

18S0
3SS1

1S.S2

ISSIJ

1.H81

188.=)

188!)

18,87

1.S88

1889
1890
l.SUl

1892
1893
1K9»
1895
18915

1897
ISiW
1899
1900
1901

97
8-1

m
77
73
65

113
9l>

114
123
118
113
123
117
115
100
8(5

78
75
74
67

Average
imjiort

price (per
pouml).

rf.

13,

12,

12,

12,

11

12,

11,

10,

:o,

10,

10,

10.

10.

9.

y.

9.

9.

9.

9.

8.

8.

7.

4J
a
5

Hi

Hi

9J
lOi
103
12J
Hi

Jfcan of
19a and

19B.

Sugar, cof.

fee.aiul
tea, total.

Food, total.

Scotch pig
(per ton).

d.
51 e
49
49
46
42
41 10
39 11
42 3
39 11

47 9
49 7
47 2
41 10
42 4
42 8
44 5
4r. 10
45 4
47 2
63 9
69 4
53 9

50
45

43.i

46
69

Bars, com-
mon (per

ton).

Chile bars
(per ton).

English
tough calce
(per ton).

Straits (per
ton).

[Index numbers (or percentages) of prices, the average of 1867-1877 being 100.]

6 78
6S
45
49
.56

58
58
14

36
38
40
49
43
48
38
37
36
36
40
49
47
36

75
73
72
68
70
69
62
64
63
62
62
59
57
56
56
66
54
53
61
50
44

R.iS
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Average Pbices op Commodities—Continued.
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Average Prices of Commodities—Continued.

[July,
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Average Prices of Commodities—Continued.

117



118 MOVEMENT OF TRICES IN GREAT BRITADT. [Jdly,

WnoLESALE Prices of Commodities, mainly in London and Manchestee—Average Six Years, 1845-1850; Selected Dates, 1879-1902.

[From the London Economist: Commercial History and Review of 1899 and 1901.]
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Wholes.vle Pbices of Commodities, mainly in London and Manchestek—Avehage Six Yeaks, 1845-1850, etc.^Continued. I
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Wholesale Pricks ok Commoditibs, mainly ix I.on'Don and Manchester—Averace Six Years, 1845-1850, etc.—Continued.
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WHOLESALE PRICES, 1845-1901—PROPORTIONATE RESULTS.

Deduced from the preceding tables on the basis of representing by the number 100 the average prices of the six years 1845-18.50.

The construction is as follows: The basis of 100 represents the average prices of the six years 1845-18.50, and all the subsequent

figures are calculated from that datum line. Thus aa regards coffee (column 1), the price of 1st July, 1857, was equal to 151, or 51 per

cent above the average prices of 1845-1850. In order to ascertain the percentage rise or fall between one date and another—as, for

example, coffee—comparing 1st July, 1857, when the figure was 151, with 1st January, 1894, when the figure was 179, or a difference of

28, the rise per cent has to be measured with the quantity 151, and given, of course, a result of 23 per cent as the real advance. In the

course of so long a period of years since 1845 some variations have inevitably arisen in the mode of quoting prices in the usual Prices

Current. In all such cases the nearest approach possible has been made to a uniform quotation throughout the table. In raw cotton

especially there have been considerable changes of qualities introduced by the large use of Indian and Egyptian kin<ls. In tea, sugar,

and wool also changes have occurred in the kinds most usually quoted.

[The column "Total index number " is the total for each dat« of all the percentage columns except that of the "Bank-note circula-

tion." The "Total index number" does not, of course, present a full and accurate representation of the variations of prices, inasmuch

as it can not allow for the relative importance of the different articles. Wheat, for example, reckons for no more in the "Total index

number" than indigo; and during the years of the high price of cotton and cotton fabrics the total index number is, in a measure,

unduly raised by that special cause. Still the total index number, read with the needful qualifications, may afford important inferences.]

Wholesale Pkices, 1845-1901

—

Proportion.\te Results.
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